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RECANTATION 

OF 

Mr. P L L El 

A Roman Prieft: 

Late Miffionerand Popifli EmifSinr in ffVo- 
fierjhire, Glocefter/hire , Hiriford/iire , Flint- 
jhire, &c. and Popifti Gonfeflbr and Oiap- 
lain to the Samaa Catholick Families at 
W-Eni, at MahiemaiA Bladmore Park, 
and others, near the City of Woreefler, and 
elfcwhere j fenr thither froni the E»/6y% 
College at Rome, and Authoriz'd by the 
Popilh Biftiop Etii at Para, and Impnwer'd 
hy the P^ifli Bifliop Gifford at Stafforil. 
Boufe, behind St. Jams'B Park, Xawfea, i?*. 



PuUifled frr the further Difisvery cf Pefifi, iHtriguts 
agatHji the State and Church of England , at wtB a 
for the Covefjiou af the Dehtkd Englifli Tap'ifis , ant 
their Conformity te the Protejiant Church o/England. 



Printed in the Year 1705. 



iL^ 



•-J 



W****— fc— — ^— — y 1 ■ ■■— ^—1 — i<fi— 



To the Right Rdverend Father in GOD, 
Dr. WILLIAM BRrURIBGE, Lord 
Bilhop of Su i4/^ , &<;. 
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My^LORD, 

HE Chriftian- Longing of the Atcenrive Worlfl 
had been over-exercis'd with Impatient ExjpeAsiBi-' 
on^ had it not beheld at lafl Your Lorfhip feated 
,^__ under ^at Cahopy of the Eiig/i/fe EKerarchv^ which 
You had fo early defenr'd^and which the knowing World had 
fo long ago deftin'd with unanimous SuiFrages for Your Lord** 
fliip in Voto. But the Crowning of thofe Loud Wifhes of the 
Ecchoittg World was referv'd as one of che choiceft Pieces of 
confummated Wifdom ^ for to be none <if the leaft of the 'Im^ 
mortal Trophies of our Heaven-bom Monarch ^ who alone 
was deem'd by the kind Heavens ^ Worth^r and Capable of 
obliging the Epifcopal Hierarchy and Primitive Reform'd 
Chriftianity with fuch an Ornament and Spiritual Worthy, 
,as YourLordfhip is known to be^by all that teive the leaft Eat 
or Reliih in Chriftian Piety and Fervour^ in Apoftolical Un^ 
:tftion and Paftoral Vigilancy ^ or in Ecclefiaftical Difcipline 
and Canonical Learning. 

: Your Lordiiup's early rifing Fame (even with the Founda*- 
tion of that Renown'd Church of St: ^eur^Cwnhii in the City 
of Lmim) ibon found the Britamick Iflands too narrbw for 
its overfpreading Wangs ; it was not long eVe it reached the 
utmoft Bounds^ -wh«re-ever the even Pretenders to the Chri* 
ftian Name has the leaft footing. The Heterodox Parties of 
Popifh Countries were foon madd feii3>le chat their .Catho* 
lick Dagon had not now/any more pretence to ftifle Decay- 
ing Chriftianity, by thenfi Chained. arid Fetter'd in the'Super- 
ftitious Dungeons of Cbyfters, Convents^ and Monafteries^ 
or in the Apoftolical and Apocryphal Rituals of the Idolatrous 
Vatican : Since Your Lorlhip's one Parilh in the middle of the 
Great City of London y could fliew more Devout Ghrlfltans, 
more Frequent Communicants^, more Inftmi^cd Youth, ^aixl 
more Learn'd Laity, than all their: PopiJOiiCouficriM xcAild 
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recRoTT up Dclinfed Nannwte, Strperfthkms Conrcnts, Aptv 
ftatizing Monafteries and Idolatrous Churches j that one 
Ghorch ©f St ?etir\ Co^iUy under thflr Apoftolical Miniftnr 
6f one DV. Beverldge^ rene¥i('d more Primitiye Chriftian Difci- 
frl?ne ind Religtou^ Fervoilr, than all the i>opJfli Seminaries 
and Univerfities in Foreign Caiintrle$>^ UrouW e?er give them- 
felves the Leifare from their ordinary Superftitions to under- 
iland^ or fearch into. 

The Heterodox Seminaries of the EngUfir Popifli Faction. 
BfeyoAd the Scas^, of St. Qmersy Dmi^.^y^ ^ig^> -P^w and Rome^ 
(ymtmn I had the Misfortune to have my Gradual Educati- 
ba) always etpi-efe'd a^ particular I>r6ad of Three Perfons of 
lisiBii^ifii I£eridifichy^ wz,. of hi9 Lordfhip. the Kihop of Lm* 
ii^^/SmilrpircfeiitLaFdihip^ aiid th^ Gireftc A^/ij^i^ Prelate^ 
^ ftbo' Yoar LotdOtifr^ and (be hurtor^ Iheift til nrimrikm ftfiti) 
tt dT l^roferfblfit GhampionBywhci endatlgi^d thfe F^WFoan«- 
dataoxv ^^d theEocte Cif Popery^ mdre than ailtl^ Rdfofcmair 
uob bolides; and tMs Panick AppreherritOit siAd Cctncenn at 
Ya&x Great Triumtirate ^ us'd to be pajralbdrd with what 
tfieLsarndd Bmerm is reported to hslve faid of the Methodic 
bal AJt^l of t&e £ldpi&<Schodb^ A^uhm, JTtlhTiamam & ^ 
jfyiah iSect^am R^kmmni As if^ ftr Impoffibihy you TKree Pi^ 
Ith d£the Pcoteftan£ Jteligton oauM be fubdu*4 <x^ taid .flifick, 
dib^£wfi^ Reft>rmation would be the eafiep kid w^afte : This 
ipi|3abadM'd Pitfumptidn of their Popiffi Gonlpiracy &nres ne . 
leaft fo far as to (hew what Value the Hcterodtm Churches^ 
-wUI a6.theX%tbod0x4:Iieiarchy oiEw^fand; b^ and ought to 
faavt ofiYbttr nvOdAi^'Xfintmy fmat,- Infmrn^^lfifti fwft Jndih 
t^iy Your very £neriiiesi^f>&^4ik^) .are compelfd matigre<_ 
riteii* liu^cious Selfiflniefr to torn their inteoAid Curftf.into 
iicmciffibte BleBoDgs^ .and to deyeu. fomoch teftimonial Ji^- 
ilice* Their Gadioliok.Reafons of tlxxfe flanick Apprehenfi^ 
om aie < vaeiy olMferralde : ' For^ fay they^ . die Grandear c^ the 
CmtfUn-Butnmy -and : has Perfbnal AbaMes> adorn d widi Im- 
partial and Iii^e^iti^Ue Zeal for die Protbfiant Reformation 
m Geaeni)^ and fw the Church oi England in Partichkr^ not 
wirtiout k due and charitable Encour^ement of Converts to 
* ibe true GoQ)elrIHi6ofiftancy^ fets the Qmrch of Efigland Hie- 
raichy above aii^ die defpifmg Ebxept^om of Pqnfli Pnstetiil- 
0fis .w theirs :besng the ordy .daunSi iHufteated wi/cfa ;QuaIky- 
hb»ih^2n!i ZeSioiistPielkefaL; x&nd the Qrdat Banker i, cry 
tiibys ufes us no better than^^ip/V did Hannibah or Hannibal 

did 



did 'Hmti he-gives us the change cof&fprizals^ he cacnes the 
War into our Bowels, 'Travels into all our Countries, Pafles 
the Alpy Penetrates into our moft Secret Receffes, Matters 
all oiir Languages, even to the Niceties cff Nimficbe^ and Je 
ne fidi a^uei , and fetirches out our i^usfm and fltts fothh , zvA 
turns. Conqueror-like^ our own Batreiiies againft our felves* 

IBut as for Your T.ordfhtip's Methods and Forces in Attack- 
ing the Church of Rome , they more fut:priz'd the EngHfij Ja- 
nizaries of Catholick Popery, than ali the reft : What, faid 
they, dpes the Learned Bev^ridgs mesm to do with fuCh an 
amazing Conjun<9tlon of fo much Pjety and Learning ? Do^s 
he intend to, bereave us pf thatPradjce of Devotion, which 

' we moft of all pretend tof I>oe5 iie liniJertake to ihcw. That 
true Chriftian Holinefs and Gofpel Sanftity is more praAis!d 
in the Proteftant Reformation within the narrow PrecinAs of 
his one Parifli of St. Teter\ ComhiUj^ than in all^our Nunne- 
ries, Convents and Monafteriesf Does he attempt to intro- 
duce the Ancient Fervour cf the Primitive Canonsrtif the Apo- 
fiolical Times iuto his onePAriQi, more than we can t>erfoi:fti 
in any of our Sumptuous Cathedrals? Is this Stpiritual Edifice 
,Qf St.Fefer\ Cornwall to outftiine,and outvye the famous VafU- 
can , St. iPettr^ ArchiteAure, in Inward Sandity of Civilian 
iHaUoe& and 'GoiCpel Kenown ? Does Great Bweridge go 
^atoutxo inftrud: our Tj?anfmaAnc'X?nirerfities and Outlandife 
Semixuiries in Ganonica:! and §yno(}ical Learning (which we 
l^ve Xb iong laid Claim to) and ,hpw to defend the Epifcopal 
X^gnky and Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy (fo much our own) 
iKith ius^emiiienily Learned Book in Latins De Antijuo Codice 
xCatmum Ptiwitivje JEcckJi^e^ which wich the XJniverftl Gon- 

. f^nt of Jirienjd and fpe^ miift te admitted, to the Title of the 
Great TreaTure^f Ecdefiaftical iJ^ruditioB, and of the. Quaint- 
^ft^JL«r/ii.StiIeft,Nwhicb will ever be the infeparaWe Compa- 
nion and Delight pi mU i-earned Antigtiarians^ ^s well as of 
.all Chriftian Libraries^ as long as Learning and Ghciftianity 
fliall have a Place or "Name in thele Inferior Orbs ? 

Such were, ^Great Prelate^ the exprefs Fears and Confi^QIons 
of Your PbpiA Adverfaries , which are as !fo many unconte^ 

. ftable Elogiums of Your Lordfliip's never-dying Name : So may 
they encreafe as Your Lbrdlhip advances in ApoftoUcal Dig- 

^ nity <rf Divine Prelacy^ and in True Chriftian Difcipline and 
.Zeal for Gofpel HoUhets, and in True Prot^nt Averfion to 
,i»ir CatholicK ^upcrftitions and i?i?i»/j(fc Idolatries: ^y ^h^fe 
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, Theififile Dedicatory. 

tasly Apprehensions of Papifts prove a trte Omefl of utter 
Deftruaion to their An»ichriftian Idols fh Grtat Brimin, by 
Yonr Lordfhip's ApoftoHcal Power prindpally contrihuthis 
thereunto. 

And Divine Providence feems to Have feconded the Omen» 
by placing Your Lbrdfhip in that Andent Cathedral of St.^- 
fapb, in whofe neigbourhood' ffiands that famous Popifli idol, 
call'd Sti m^els Well, which muft be own'd by all that has 
theleaftTindure-of EcclefiafficaVHiftory, to be one of the 
moft Romantiok , and the moft groundlefs Fables that can be 
found amongft all thofe Myriades of impoffible , for the moft 
parjt, as well as improbable PopUh, I.egends: 'Tis known to 
hone better than to Your Xordlhip ( who is unanimoufly ac- 
Knowkdged by all, to be one of the greateft of our Modem 
Hypercritick Mafters of Chriftian Antiquities) how pofuive- 
ly convingmg is the affirmative Silence of o)& Beie, GyraUus^ 
C0ihhrenfis^ and the Roman Breviary, (who are notorioufly 
known to be none of the niceft Gentlemen in the Choice of 
dl^ir Stories, whereof they, did but Pick and Rake up all that 
ever they could hear dFfar and near, of all forts and lizes, and 
of what monftrous Birth and chymerical Colour foever they 
could be) in this Point of Hiftorical'FaA, which owns its 
chief breathing and carrying on to the fata'. Rife and Growth 
of jB»g/i/l» Jfiiiits, who, not withftandi rig all' their Superftitious 
Diligence and Catholick Intrigues, could never obtain at 
Ram» ( where. thek artful Contrivances feldom mifcarry, for 
Reafons well known to. the World) that anv part of that pu- 
tid Legend , <«• the very name of Wimfrti mould bfc admittM 
into their MffaU or Breviary, or even into any Anthentick 
Colleaion of their Saint's Ijve5y.fo. extravagantly improba- 
ble and ridiculous did that FiJftitious "Rohm Trior of Shrewsbury 
appear, (who is faWy fuppds'd to have firft penn'd that Le- 
gendary Romance ) that neither the Pbpes, nor their Con- 
gregations of Cardinals de facrh ritilms, could ever be fo fer 
prevail'd upon, as to bs fo civil as to take Tmmoutb, Ca^ave, 
or Caxtm's Word for the Matter, nor yet admit of the Evi- 
dence of mifm, the St^ Omerian Martyrologiff i nor after all, 
could the- Recommendationj or Arguments of the Famous 
Enrlifh Jpfuhsy Parfmssind Alfirdy hsme any Deference in this 
mnefre/s Cajufcj whigh had ii npt been fuperlatively Roman- 
tick, and unfuftftinable, his Roman Holineis would never have 
^rdto have Canoniz'4 <h§ whole Prodigy of iP<»«/?if</j for 
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The Epifile DeJkatSry. 

if we may judge of the Pope by his ufiial Proceedings in the 
San^fying and Rubricating of his Legions and Legends^ he 
does not ule to be fb nice nor fcrupulous, were the Grounds 
or Recommendations e^er fo fmall or tolerable. 

'However the Jefuits fail'd of their Aim at Romey as to dhe 
Rubricating of iheir St. fVinefreJy 'tis certain they had not fuch 
ai Succefi at St. Wimfreis Well, where two or three of thofe 
Gentlemen Jefuits conftantly and publickly refide (bcfides 
continual comers and goers of them ) upon a confiderable vi- 
fible Eftate of their own in Lands and Houfes all thereabouts, . 
which they encreafe daily by abominableDelufions of the Peo- 
ple, who refort to their Chappels as publickly as their Eftates 
and Rent-gatherer, or Steward , are vifibly and notorioufly 
known to all the neigbouring Country .The removing of fuch. 
Scandals and Abufes, and the taking down of fuch Idolatrous 
HighrPlaces^, is a Province only propotion'd to Your Ldrd- 
lhip*s Chriftian Z»eal and Afcfidka Vtrga^ by Virtue and Power 
whereof, the World does net donbt but Your Lordlhip will 
make Y^our Diocefs of St.. AfapB as exemplary for Church Dif- 
cipline and Proteftant Zeal for true Gofpel-Holincfs, as was^ 
and is to be feen in the Churdi of St. Peters ComhiU performed 
and* fpread elfewhere in London by Your Lordfliip's former 
Paftoral Edification and Chriftian Miniftry with Gofpel Zeal 
and Vigilancy. 

'Tis known. My Lord, that to Panygirize or Apologize, />r 
both, are the general Topicks of moft Dedications; but the Pe- 
nitential Station, wherein I am now prdflrated at Your Lord- 
ihip Feet, incapacitates me to either (befides my natural De- - 
ftSts) and efpecially Contrads alt my Apoligies, as well as 
Transfers all poffible Eflays of Panygirizmg Your Lordihip 
out of.my Sphere, into humbte Admiration, Submiffion, and 
s^ Surrender at Difcretion to Your Lbrdfiiip, in whofe Diocefs - 
cf St. Jfafb , I was Bom and Bred with the ftray ing Herd , . 
that is, the Papiftsf but having been often fummon'd by the 
manifold inward Calls of the true Shepherd and Bifliop of our 
our Souls, Jefus Chrift, I am now turning to the true Flock'^of ^■ 
Chrift under Your Lordfliip's Paftoral Care and Gofpel Prelacy. . 

*Tis true. My Lord, I may feem particularly oblig*d to ac- - 
count' for the unedifying Silence I kept hidierto fince 
my firft Conformity to the Proteftant Reli^on ! But I hope, 
moft Reverend 5ir,~that» filent ConduA may be attributed ta * 
the fame reafon , that induced that Ancient Chriftian Writer, , 
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The lEpiftte Dedicatory. 

^"XeftmiHiiJphhiSj of the Fourth Centuiy of Chriilcuiity to t btekiiriml'RQu 
fervedoefsand a referv*d Condu6l to the Pei^iod of his Life; who, «s 'tis re- 
lated by a Contemporary Ecclefiaftical Author , Gtnruidivs , in his Book De 
Viris UluJIrntihus (to whofe number Chriftian Pofl«rity wiH not tailtofuper- 
add Your Lordfhip's lafling Nnne) being in his latter Days deceived awd 
cira»m rented bv the Pt/»(j^? wx (the Capital Herefy of the prefetit Chyrth of 
Jionif') did chJife r::ther to evpi.te his^rmer Errors by a filent Rq)enrance^ 
than by a noify EochoLng of his Misfoi times. But this reafon was at J.fcft 
with me prev.iird up^n by a more incumbent Chriftian Duty, I had, of ac- 
knowledging the Eternnl Obligation of Divine Mercies, I had to the Gofpel* 
Power of Truth and Purity of the Proieftant RfibriBHtion; and in partiwillar 
the Duty of owning the S^nritual Obligation I had to Your Lordfhip's Apo- 
Itolical Energy in preaching^the Power of the Gofpel of Chrifl and in theex- 
emplaryEdification of the fpiritual'Ecdnomy^for theprqmcrthig'of truedofpeU 
piety and inward frames of <3hriftiah {pirit, in che¥arlth>6f Br* Fete9h Corn^ 
oiU in the City of London ; IXThere I often, fome yesi^ ago, reforted as a pri- 
vate Hearer and Speftator of that ali-fsehing power x>f the Gofpel of Chrift, 
which at laA compieared thofe holy Imprefllons, which I had.formerly received 
at a farther diflance, of Your Lordfhips Apoilolical Preaching of the purdl 
Ohriftianity, conveyed alfo over the reft of the Chriftan World hy thofe ft- 
thetick Works of your LordfliipPs inLa/»t, as well -as in Englijb\ And v ith- 
aUas being the Latin^bryfofimn^ or Gold«n Montji of the Englijb Cl&iff^ 
^wfaoTe Latine Orator and Speaker you have been for many years in the lower 
noiife of Convoca^on with an £cum«nical Applaufe of Chtffch and State) as 
wdl as the Indefatigable ISfinlfter of Chriilin the City of London^ and ohidf^ 
ctft digniiy*d Ecdefiallick of the Metrofxilitan Church of lE^glanid, asteing 
Dtan of Cnnierhtr^, Your Lordibip has ongagM theChriftan World in fuch 
a vaft Theme, which will never be eKhaulkdin fpeaking and founding your 
TordSup's everlafling >£nc6m'iun3^'as long as'Chriftran Epifcopaqr (which 
you have fo learnedly defended aeainft DaiHeus and all DiilemeflK) ftall xatatn 
<kVpdinkMlttilie,aadiaiS'1ong^<Ohiifiai^^ (Hrhich you hav« in a great 
4iie9iiue leriir'd again to it's fifft original Mtfcy Hn e and Sanftity j (hall hare 
aiieing In this u»mu)ted World. 

Therefore to clip tne Wings ef all particular Encdmi^icks, lafting fame 

>has long finee commencM Your-Lordfflutfs-PanygyfJft-; and to foioflal aU pri- 

vate^Fre(iinvtion,the'Ghril!i^n Worldms. alieadyouide Yoiur Lordfliip'^jlb. 

gittoi^in osiiaige a Fclh as tc-s omn cixcuadbrencie; the.gildiqgjGbaliag ojun- 

lolding of 4whioh, belongs to her alone, who fits upon the Bfi^annick Thh^ne, 

.tht true Favorite of Heaven as well as the Glory and Delight of her SubjeAs^ 

and the only Hopes of 'Eurofe groaning under the GaUiean Fuxy. She iivi» 

feems to have oblijg'd the very iiesveus into her Gonfederacj, whde Dattles 

dieXord of Hails has made his own. And to whom may be apply 'd with far 

gxtiztet leafijBy ' what the ingenious Poet Claudian fimg.ojf the Tbcodofian fbc* 

-cefles. 

O nimium diteSta I>e», cui Tnllhat t>£fber, 

Et cmjutati 'Vtmunt ad CLJficn 'umti^ &c. 



Whofe Royal f rofecftion widi your Lordfliip^s pafloral Pauorage, is tkc 
Jumble KaqFiefi of, MY LORD, 

Ywr indfi Dutiful and Otedmt SBtvant^ 

MYLES DAVXES. 
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Ttie Pteface to the Reader: 

THE frequent Changing of Names isfo eiTeotud to the Tbde oFTriefts 
and JeTuits here \n Einrlatid^ efpechlly, that there is no poUlbiltqr 
of cirrying on thit Einiflhry Employment without that nerelTar^ 
variety of muhiplying Dendminitions as well as Frotetin Garbs ^ and other 
inmimerable Shifcings-oF the Incogw to Scene, in the refl of their iovifihie 
Hegerdemain Con/uct y for fear leail Pr^tedant Eyes of Intelligence (hould 
fpoiftheir fports, and turn their Comedy and Mafc^rade into a Tragedy and 
a Penal Opera. And truly the fame Rjeafon ofcen (lands good to tho(e alfo 
that» leave of that Je&iitical Game » and obliges them, when they are con- 
verted to the Pioteilant Religion, frequently to continue the fame Scene of 
Changing of Names, for anuthnr fear, not inferior, though quite contrary 
to the former, viz. leaft the Pcpilh Incereil and Jefiiicical Policy fhoukl rea- 
der their Converiion, not only Impeded, but alfo odiousj even to Protellants, 
ty^ fpreading abroad under-hand, thatthefe Converts are not{Iacere« being 
only turn'd for the fake of Libertinifm, or fome private End, or Quarrel, 
or perchance a worfe intent ; So, that by fuch Jediitical ACperfion^, thefe 
pOQv Converts are often reduc'd to that unha|X}y Dilemma, eitl^er to hazard 
their Salvation by returning aj^in to their Jeluitical Vomit, (and for thpfe 
that are truly convidcdto remain ia their illegal SuperiUtion).' or tjo veonire 
periflttfig for want of Subfiitence-aod BudneU, in ajay Capxity, even of a 
mesial Servant, {exftyto €red€ XotMrtoX^^Ofid to the WilQ is enough* 
Bf this cumuiig ReOort of thefe ][efuiiacal loflnaatioiV!, SJaodalous ^fperfipns 
and Undiriftiaii Sunmfes, ijmc Pofnfli Policy ihifts the Sail lb dexteronjQy, as 
to makeofoen even Proteilaots unawares the £i«scf tK^nets, (99 chi? Papilu qf- 
ten brags, and as a oertain BerlAht Fapifii Gentleman threateu'd me Jiot 
long ago , wfaoi his LotdSrip of MUlimy was making a Viiitatiun laA at 
Btadng): as well as Pfofecmera c>f their {levo^ upoa tiiefe podir difconfobte 
Converts to the Piotcftant Reliippa: -which proves a powerful J^xhortatipn 
and Confirmation to ^ Papifls in geaeial, as well as a l^iritual l^^lTon, not 
without fome diverting Enteftainment to the Jeiiutical Novices at Vitton^ 
and Ltige^ .with the reft of the Popifli^minaties jat. Rjonu^ Paris and Damy, . 
to aqr owa certain Kiiewkdge. . . 

Now, the Tefuitical Interett having, thiis qontimiallv the Weatber-gagp of 
diele Nattvie Refiigees upon all accounts and turns, I leave it to the luiixir* 
tial Judginent of any JUader^ (tjiougb Turk or Tefuii^ whether 'tis, not abfo- 
ibte)v,<thacis, naturally, as well as morally Impoflibie , without Miraclf^s, 
Itxr mfe poor Popiih Prieils converted to the ProteAant Religion, (whp fly 
£romPapiils, and ace fled from, and generally ihuo'd by molt Protedants, 
efpedally as to familiarity, by reafon of Poverty, and of the focementioa'd 
Jwatical Con rivances for the -moil part, as I charitably fxippofe) ^o com« - 
pais any fudi Aoquaiatance that is^iicher capable, willing 6ir able, to give - 
them any Recommendation , or Atteilati(xi , or TeAimomals. or what cUg . 
you are pleafed to. call it. especially fmce thofe poor Native Refugees, o^er • 
their Converfion, axe befieg'd with a conitant prefllpg Necellity, (i/i fpi^t 
of all Indullry, which finds its feif cramp'd on all fides) and with an uncer- 
tain (at the<bcft, if any at all, though ever lb capable) and fiyii^Bufinefs, . 
(imd that among, the p(x»rer.,(b]% apd ev^a by thein fulueAed to be whatone 
was) as Sctliciting in ch^LaiYV or AdmimiUacing a little Phy/ick, orToach- - 
Mg of Fren^b^ IuUah^ tiO^t fometimes in one p!bce, fometipes In aiK>ther § 
lomeiimes for a Week, foaietimes fora Monrhor two, ^^« wiihout either 
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fitt'Place, Time, or Company, according to the fuSden ihutlngproTpeft of 

a little prefent Siibfi^ence, &c. 
And this they the rather and more willingly fubmit to,becaiifethey(I mean 

ilill our Britannick RefiiFees from Popery to their Native Proteilincy) often 
'^find it otherwife impraflicib^e to cover their Retreat and fecure^he Pnfs, 

iince the contimnl Fire from the Politick A rtillery and Ambufcades of the 
'♦jmphcsble [efiiiis giving a f.ilfe Alarm '(« if Enemies were coming) to rhe 

ProrelJnnt Camp -; thefe jxnr converted Priefls are often left in the middle 

• between the two Catrips, nnd ex!>os'd unmercifully to the'Batreriesof bo h 
"fides; which the crifiy JefiiitsX however Proteilants look \x\)on it) inteq^ret 

to be a compleat Vi<^ory on their fide, and fail not accordingly to have their 
' TV D<?«w fung for it, if not by their Coufin, his Lord{hip*s Grace of i^m, in 
NotreJO/imCj at lealt in as important Places, &c. Verhm faptenti fan's. 

As for the mimber of thefe Converted Prielts, I am fure there have never 

.been fo many as the Church of Ev^land need to be thought overcloy'd or 

t3verburthen*d with them. And as for the want of Sincerity of fome of thofe 

Native Refugees, by not attfwering the Proreftant Expeftation, l)eCdes the 

Ungenteelnels (not to fay Unchritlianncfs) of the Objeaion, andtheUncer- 

' tainsy of the Matter of Faft, and the Occafion of it ; if all thofe Converts 

'hitherto had been fo,it can have noocher f^rcc in regard of the next Convert, 

than as a very uncouth Comj^iment for a feafonable put of, and trial of 

' Tempers : whereas to the contrary, theie have been, and are ftill of thofe 

• Converted Priefls far more in number, who fo fill ^ maintain the Gharader 

• of true Chriflian Converts, and truly Reformed Proteftant Miniflers, that 
there fcarce be any more Editing and more Serviceable to the Churdi of 
England in their Stations. Though in good Ivogick this uncfaariuble Argu- 
ment, from one to all, bv ]7roiring too muchly proves nodiing at all; and 
conle^ntly 'tis benea^ Rationalky as well as jChrifUanity, to infift upon it. 
How inoonfequential and hard foever upon thf conceited Subjeft, fuchObje- 
dions may appear and prove, yet I ho]pe A6 Nouveaux Converts in France^ 
or thofe in this Jfjlum and Refuge, may have no preferable occafion to1)e en- 
vy'd as happ2er,and more encourasM than the NativeJTri/^nmVib Refiigees from 
Popery, kito tlus Kingdom of Rigkts and Friviieges of Reformed Confciences. 

J\M again, I am in the Judgment of any Candid Reader^ Whedier a fopifli 
'Pfiefi oonveited to ProteOancy, cannot, and ought not, as well, if not better, 
be fuppo&M to be fincer^* (withoiit the leaft Probability or IniSuance of any 
'finilfer 'End or Inteiieft ) in his Comrerfion , or by a Self-oonviftion (with 
Readine and the inward Power of Grace) and private Conformity to thePro- 
teflant Religion ibr the Q^ace of fix or (even Years ( by endeavouring after a 
Livelihood with his own private Learning and Indultry, and fo putting his 
Converfion to a private-Probation as preparatory to a publick One) before his 
making any Application to be *pttblickly employed upon that account , than 
if he had at the very firfl Thoughts of Conviftion, took the pompuous Me^ 
thod of a noify Converfion by Addr^fling himfelf to Church or State .(which 
Encteavours have often provM but imperfeft Effays of the fixit, as well as 
fecond Thoughts) for a prefent Support and Employment in a Secular or Ca- 
nonical Capcity. To be under Aood is all -I am at; the reft is Providence's 
Task, with my humble Province of an entire -RefigQatioa to Church and 
State. 

I hope, by this time, unprejudioM Reader^ you are made fenfilie enouefa 
6f the Romifi Methods of Changing their Names, which was the la&a 
(though my true Name inDavks^ I went by the N«ne of Blount in all my 
CcKirles b^ouad.the Scaa^ and uj the Name QiMktm my RomifbiAJSion 
in England, &c. . 
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REV. XVIIL4. 

And I heard another Voice from Heaven j fajy, ^0 or 
Come out of her my People y that ye he not parta^ 
^ker^ of her Sins^ and receive not of her Plagues. 




IS was that heavenly^' Trumpet, thatibandod 
fuch Triumphant Blafts in the captivated Ears of 
the long deluded World ^ as to roufe m) bedrid 
Chriftianity from the Papal Lethargy and, the Ca- 
tholick Midnight of Roman Darknefs , which hy 
that time' had arrived to the true Egyptian Confiftency of ber 
ing felt as well as Teen. 

This facredText carnes with it fuch Energical Force of 
exprefs Orders and abfolute Commands to depart out of th« 
Romiflj Babylon of CathbVick Idolatry, as may well fe€«n to 
have given the firft Alarm to all Proteftant Reformers, to 
retire in time fromi the dangerous Embraces of the Babyloni(h 
Dame .now. feated in Catholick Rome^ and purpled o're in 
Grain with the crying Tinfture of the Blood and Groans of 
Saints, '.as wdLas with the Bafjlonfj Flames. of. bloody Jdola- 
try. 'For, . ". '. ' • - . 

In the' former' Chapter St. John fets Bown a Defcription of 
the Whore of Babylon^ arid- that at large, as he faw her in a 
^ifion defcril;)ed unto him. In the i6th Vgrfe of the fame 
Chapter, he foretells her Deftrudionj and in the three firft 
Verles of the 1 8th Chapter, he goes on to lay down the faid 
Deftruiftion yet more 'diredly and plainly, withal alledging 
Arguments to prove the fame in all the Verfes following. 

Now , in the 4th Verfe of the fame 1 8th Chapter is fet 
down a Caveat to forewarn all the People of God, that they 
may cfcape the Judgment \«^hich ihall befal the Whores: 

B And 



V 

Afidihe Words contain Two Parts. 

A Commandment and a Reaibn. 

The Commandment is couch'd in tbofc mercifully inviting 
as well as commanding Words, Come or Go.outjof h& my Veofle^ 
that is^ from Babylon ot Rom€% 

The Reaioh is thundred out from dxe inevitable foredoom- 
ing fivfent, te^ft K y$ partahrs^f her^Sins^ an^ receive not of her 
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ineamng 
flawing therice; 
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In the F$rS place, E hope to demonftjate, that, t|\e . p^^e 
!ttre paijritea out ib to the Ofe with R(>i9f/|l^ Cdours; linger t!ie 
Name of Babylon , with the reft of its Cil^cudnLft^ces^ can be 
Ttb bthei^ thah Pbpiffi Rome S^ltH its bthftr A^^pWtenanfe?^ f 
ir;Jtll*dJ?£wie ^'deteneratirirA^m^ O^ianitY in 




iSWous^anddiflferentScenes orits GencraJ Aj)ofta(y ffoni the 
-iliie'and Original- Gdfc^l Of thrt^^^ Ifliall infi 



^ . _ infifl^ 

up6ilthe Inbumbpnt Dbligation that lies uto ^ wQU-mevir 
iftgdiriftians-^t^Ho ^nder their futUrfe WJdlrare^and tbbir efer^ 
fiilEll^ SalVatiotii^ to TreKntjuifh the kpmijh Commiihib©, lijdijpr 
I* idTs Tensity dian that of irfeCbVe'rable JDeftruajon and 
£^mnation, not only^ for following their Self-will' Worfiup, 
Humane Tuitions 3 and .Catholick Idolatries^ bat alfo for 
dtfdbeyifig 'God's' pofirive 'Orders and Command , declared 
ahd* proclaimed by the exprefs Terms of this Sacred Text. 
hsAy Thhiljy 'I.iU^ll gather what ppmidri we are taught by. 
this Commartdnient to carry of thfe preieht Church of Rome, 
^th fimie other General Obfervations, and Chriftian Im- 
provements of tho whole DifcourfSi 

I will endeavour to take all the Care poffible not to lalinch . 
out into any declamatory Stile, no further than what Chri- 
ftian ZiaVfor the true WoVfhip and Gofpel of Chrift fliall 
r^uire: For I do here folimnly. declare ^ That 4 have no 
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, other Motive tliat can poffibly inffiierice me in tTie leaft here-^ 
unto, but, as I hope, the true Glory of God,, and a real 
Senfe of Chriftian Repentance, and a juft Horror and Abor- 
- mination of my former Errors and Sins, in. partaking lb long 
of the deteftable Superftitions, Schifms, Herefies, ^nd Idola- 
tHes 6f the Church of Rome, which I, had lb unfortunately, 
-and (b early fuck'd with my continual Education therein, 

Now, as to my firft Point , I muft t^ke notice , that in, 
Hiftory there are three Balyforu efpecially mendoh'd ,' onp, is 
6abyh)n of JJjjriaj fending on the River £M;>ir«rtj,.wher/s, 
happen'd tTie Comufion of Languages, and where the Jewf 
A^ere in' Captivity, which' Bah;l>m is ip Scripture , parfifuia.r^. 
reproached fof Idolatry, Cruelty, and other enormous Im- 
quities. . > .( \ j" ■ '. 

The Second Bafyim is in ^g^ftt ll.tuated. on, the River Nilut^ 
alid is now cail'd try the N^me i?( Grand Ccnv: .. ~ .,.. 

The thii'ti,B4J>ro«isAiiaIbgicaland Myjlical^wher^of the, 
:.^M»5c^yAm'wai'aT ' ' ' ' ^om'^- 

7>;»7^, WfiicH'is wjitlilout mJ: Apd. 

tteWhbr^df S^^^^B^ i bp &■-. 

^the?d,^"is'the Stale and' : ^rc the 

It^bitafits of Rome , oi ' Depen- 

•dafi^^'SiibDrdinatiori'* ; . ., 

'iil^triie, tfie "Ctiurcl cf at ;lus 

-Charfeei'-aM thmks he isfo.un-. 

^ht^ely 'dealt withal,' (. hjbsr, 

o'wfii 'plain' Mamibf',\V ^.fiuthpi:; 

Ceremonyj yet how \ ^ ..... lajfTecni. 

to, arid of a Lady of her Airs,, yet 'tis (oo. true Jo make a 
Jift-on', it being averr'd by Twthit felEj'uuhe Holy;Strip-, 
tures; Though moft of thole Gientlenien , whoafe Council 
of her fide, thinks they have no better Plea for their Scarlet 
■Qient, than to endeavour to ftine or baffle the Evidence by 
Joking it off with 'Repartees and Excufes, pr by rejeAihg h£:r 
Faults upon her Galants, the Rom/in Epiperojsj or by infinu- ■ 
ating to the World, that 'tis a malicious 'Prcrfecuiion againfl: 
their Mother Church , on purpofe to difleize her of her 
Dowry, and difinherit themfelvesi withfuch like Palliations 
and Extenuations of her manifsft Crimes and Whoredoms.; 
as 'tis particularly to be feen in a, late Explanation and 
Notes upon the Apocalypfe , " written not long ago by that 
femous Barrifter at Wvinity, John Bmigvws Beffuet, the Frtttcb 



(4) 
Bifliop of Meatix^ who Chattering like a.Mag-PyoXawj^^r,, 
will heeds have, . in fpight of all Evidence and Convidion , 
tbe Child fathered upon, the Roman Emperor , and not the- 
Roman Pope^ its true Father, not denying. in the mean time,, 
but that Rome is tbi truQ .Mbtber-HaflQt-Gity^ 'Tis trjue, 
this Caufe has Bfeen often'^pkaded and try*d, and as^ often 
renewed; and never pretended tq be vexatious or fuperfluous,^ 
as. apj)gars by the late fweating Pleadings 6f the fame famous 
Controvertift upon thisSubjed. 

However, maugre all the (hifting and fhuffing Excufes« 
oF the Sons of the Church of Rome for their Harlot-Mother^, 
The Evidence i$ fo" clearjly fummon*d up againft the Roman 
Papacy . in the Sacred Regifter , as diftinfl: from the Hea- 
clfenim TEmpife. And the Sentence or Verdid is fo authen- 
tically awarded by the Chief Juftice and Court of Heaven 
againft the Roman Popes, as diftind: from the Heathenilh Eni-.. 
perors, that the Sacred Records of Holy Writ has, not left in 
the Regiftring of the whole Procefs, Tryal, and Indi<toient^ 
the leaft Flaw to move in Arreft of Judgment thereupon,, as 
is prov'd beyond all Exception by the very Context and' In- 
terpretation of the Holy Ghoft, the fole Judge, Interpreter, 
and Author of thofe Sacred Writings. 

For in the laft Verfe of the 17th Chapter, the Woman, 
that is, the Whore of Babylon^ is faid to be a City wlidch 
Reigns over all the Kings of the Earth. Now, in the Days 
when St, John penned this Book oLRevetation^ ^ there was no 
City in the World that ruled over the Kings of the Earth but 
Rome^ it then being the Seat where the Emperor put in Ex- 
ecution his Imperial Authority. Again, in the 7th Verfe flic 

is* faid to fit on a Beaft , 'having jeven Heads and ten Horns j 

which feven Heads be Seven Hills, Verfe the 9th, whereup- 
on the Woman fitteth, and alfo they be feven Kings : There- 
fore by the Whore of Babylon is meant a City (landing, on 
Seven Hills: Now it is well known not only to .Travellers 
and Learned' Men in the Church of God , but .even to the 
Heathens themfelve^, and'School-JBoys, that Rc^we alone is 
the City built on Seven diftind'Hills, call'd CaUusyA^entinus^ 
Exquilinus^ Tarpeius or Cafitolinus^ Viminalisy Tala^nt^i and.^/->. 
rinalls. 

Some Papifts ( though inoft of their Learned no w-a-days . 
have been forced to own it) to help themfelvesare wont to 
aQedge,^That Old Rome did ftand upon^Seyen Hiils, but now^ 

^ a 
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U retnoy'd further to the Plain of Campus Mmlus. ^ I Ahfweri^ 
That howfoever the greateft part of the City^ in regard of 
Habitation , is not now fo exa<9:ly on Severj tlilU , yet ia 
regard of Government and Pradice of Religion it is : For, 
even to this Day, to my own certain Knowledge as an Ocu-i 
lar Witnefs , upon thofe Hills are feated feveral Churches 
and Convents ,. and other like Places, where the' Papal Wor- 
-fhip and Authority is put in Execution. And thus Rome be- 
ing pjut for a State and Government , even now-a-days, it. 
ftands upon Seven Hills,- and though it be come to pafs, that 
the.Harlot, in regard of her latter days, has a little changU 
Ker Seat j yet in refped of her younger Years, wherein me, 
was Bread and Born, flie fate upon the Seven Hills to all In-t 
tents and Purpofes. . 

Other Papifts, becaufe they fear the wounding of their- 
own Heads, labour to frame thefe Words to another .meanings . 
and fay. That by the Whore ^ is mean? the Company of alL 
wicked Men in the World wherefoever, the. Devil being the* 

Head therof. 

But this Expofition is flat a^inft the Texu For in the id. 
Verfe of this i8th Chapter, flie is oppos'd to the Kings of the 
Earth, with whom Ihe is faid to commit Fornication: And = 
in the laft Verfe, ftie is call'd a City {landing on Seven Hillsy 
and reigning over the Kings of the Earth ^ as has been^faid : 
and therefore muft needs be a State bf Men in lame particular. 
Place. Now, the moft Learned of the Popifh Divines and 
Criticks, and the famous Biftiop of Meaux in particular, per- 
ceiving that fhift cannot ferve their turn, diftinguifh two 
Romes (as was hinted at before) Heathenifli Rpwe , and that: 
whereof the Pope is Head: Now, fay they, the Whore fpo- 
ken of^ is Heathenifh Rome^ which is ruled by cruel Tyrants, 
as Nero y Domltian ^ and the refti but that Rome^ whereof the. 
Pope is now Hfead, is quite, out pf the Text. 

Behold a vain and foolifli Diftindion;, for EcclefiafticaK 
Rome in refpecSt of State , princely Doftiinion and Cruelty in ^ 
pecfecutiiig the Saints of God, is alljMte with (ifJnpt vWorre)J,> 
than thei Heathenifh Romex The See of the.Biih6p.,of R<?we be- 
ing turji'd into the Emperor's Court,, Power and Cruelty, as 
all Travellers and Hiftbries, do teftify. But iet.the. Diftin<3:ion . 
be a^they fuppofe, yet^ by their leaves,, hereby- the Whore 
muft be underftcod no other Heathenifh Rome^ than the Ecck — 
figrticai or P^pal Dpniinioa: For, Verfe. the 3d of this.Chap- 

ter. 



"^"tfer;'the Ttoly Ghoft faith plaihly , That flic hath made aff ^ 
Nations drunk with the Wine of the Wrath of her Fornicati- 

^ on : Yet it is added, T?iat fhe has committed Fornication with 
the Kings of the Earth j whereby is (ignifted tltaff fhe hath en- 
deavomcd to intanglc all the Nations of the World in her Spi- 
ritual laolatry, and to bring fhe Kings of the "Earth to her 
Religion. Which thing cannot be underftood of the Hea- 

^ thenifh Rome , for that left all the Kings of the Earth to theii^ 
own Religion and Idolatry; neither did the fteathenifli Em- 

^ perors ever labour to bring Forreign^ King^ to Vi^orfhip thfeir 
Gods5 baton the contrary, were of th^ fferfvvafioh'. That' 
wery Nation ought to Ifick to the W<jrfHlp of their own' piN 

- ticular Gods, which is* too w^' kn^wn* to aU Scholars, to be 
infifled on. Whereas 'ris notorioufly known that Popifli Rome 
feoms to Have been doiflg nothing elfe for (evcral Ages pkf^^but 
wyer-dhiw and inibroir Coarts , Kings and' Nations*, for to' 
liook tHefh' into' the Idblatrotis Chain of itsv^'eligious Pdlj- 

vtiokscj • witneB fb-many hundreds of Kfiffioharies and^J^lfTa- 
ries, which are a fending daily from Rome to all the Corners 

-oPthe Worlds to rake^bcmt fbr Profel^ tfes fSr* dthei'Xore or 
Mbney, for an outward fhew of "a falfe Mufter^ ai^ lWy:'f^l^ 
with fcveral others 3 wasfent fvcm Rof^irltb^^ngUrJ^.tii'tlic 
very lame Intent of enticing P^txple into the' P6prm jJsts. 
Ateain, GhaptenaVemg. itis^faid; THat'the Telrliii'ift; 
which bie- Ten iiings, .Ihalt hate the Whore'^ and maike deli'-* 
late* and ^ naked; which cannot* be urtderflood of HeathenFfe^ 
Rome y , but of 'Popifh RAme and Empire : For virhereas in for- 
mer times all the Rings of the Earth did fubmitthemfelves to 
the Whore, now they have begun to withdraw" themfelves, 
and make her defolate, as the Kings of Ev'^Undy Dcnmarl^ 
Sv^eedlandy and Other Parts: Therefore this ftiufffing Dinflin- 
<ftion of Two Romes is alfo frivolous, and a mear Chican, 
which the formentiorfd Barrifter at Controverfy, the Bifhop 
of Meaux takes a great deal of Pains to abet and maintain, 
by endeavouring to appropriate all the Marks of the Whore 
-to- the Perfecutions rais d by the Roman Emperors againfl the 
Primitive Ghriftians, "and fo makes a "great Flourifli with an 
ill-forted Pageantry 6f a Mediy of Hiftorical Fads of very 
differing Colours, borrowed for the moll part from our Iro- 
mortal Bifhop XJjhers Hiftorical Treafures, to whom mofl of 
tht'V2imo\xs Sorhmifis and French Criticks owe the befl part of 
^their Ecclefiaftital Erudition^ btft with M6nfieurV<f Meaux s 
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good Favour J -tis very ridiculous as well as Proph^ne/ antf "* 
of very ill Confequence, te traverfe 'Divjne Pirophefies into ^ 
Heathenifti Stories , efpecially fuch as were paft or prefent. 
For as 'tis for beneath theTlnhnite Knowledge of the Divine 
Spirit to amufe his Prophets or Peopk with an Alarm of fore^- - 
tellings or rather relating of fuch things as are paft or prefenr, 
that any body elfe niight have naturally known without being 
a Wizard, or of the Prophetical Origin j fa 'tis fetting far 
fbort of the Eternal Wifdom of the Holy Ghoft/ to diced: all 
his Sacred Infprrations to draw Parallel Lines witii P^rophane 
Hiftories ^d Heathenifli AHufione-, sk tlte* P%iflf Criticks 
wpiild have the Revelations of rfie New-TifhmtnP adapted rxxi 
]^r if 'tis true, what all Ghriftian Antiquity did always 
lielieve oF the Apocqlypfe,. that ii? contaitf d as many Myfte- 
rles as Words, as old Hierome^ has ib, it cannot be imagined 
tlwtal^ thofe ^M^ftcfibus Merveik prpphetifeihg to all Chri- 
iH^s thp great lagers of t^eir- Sj3iritual Welfare^ that fome 
l?(urpers amon^ iHenilSlves ffipidd^ craftily, as well as crur 
elly lead theiii, into, (hould' bo notlHng; elft; liut Hcathenilh * 
Berfecutions, which never was .a-newc^wonderous thing to ^ 
Ghriftians, and whereof a great; part* wfts then paft aijd: pr^ 
fent when the Holy Apoftle pentfd thot&My^tions- Revela-^ 
tims: But fomiething muft-be faid for tlieit^ holy Mbth^^ 
k)t right or wrong, and flie muft be d?f(ioded^by Wook or By^ 
crook, tha' at the Expence and Forf^itujce: of iail their Gatho*- 
Uck Senfe and Reafon. 

Some other of the Leafiied Papifla fiarther aWedge*^ That 
the Xv^horfe of Bahylm, is* Drunk witi^ the BJ^iod of Saiiits and 
Martyrs {Cbaf. 17. I^er. 6.) ffied r\pt in- Hfti^^ , 'hMXih^Jmfd- 
Um^ where the Lord was crucitied, aiid-t\yo Prophets '1>eing ., 
Slain, lie there in the Streiets (Hejfv. 11. 18.) But this place is^ 
not meant ofjerufakm^ as the Learned Jerome has long ^ihcQ^ 
fully taught in his Seventeenth Epiftle to Euftot^hium; and elfe^; 
where, but it may well be underftood'of Kmrn^iov Chriff'' 
may be faid to have been crucified . there ^ either becaufe the • 
Authority whereby he^as crucified was from the Roman 'Em-- - 
pire, or elfe becaufe Chrift in his Members was, and is there 
daily crucified, though locally in his own Perlpn he was cru*- 

cified at ferufakm. 

It iS therefore clear and evident to .any unbi^s'd" Pferfon,: , 
that there cannot be here underftood any thing elfe by the 
Whore, but die State^.and, Empire <>f ii^wr, not under the : 

Heathen Y* 



CO 

Hathen Emperors, (^sBellarmint and the Bifhop cff Jkfeaux 
would allow it) but as under the ufurping Head thereof, the 
Pope. Unlefs thofe Gentlemen mean to draw in the Heathen 
Imperors for fnacks, as being like the Popes, pr fore-runners 

'■ of them i and if fo, I fuppofe no body will be (6 uncivil as 
to difpute them the Parallel. However, our Expofition , be- 
sides the infallible Authority of the Text, has the Favour and 
Defence of moft of the Ancient and Learned Men of moft of 

^he Ages of Chriftianity, who had the leaft occafion to touch 
upon that Subjed : For the Ancient Irenewy who lived in the 
next Century to our Blefled Saviour and the Apoftles, in his 
Fifth Book and laft Chapter , after mentioning fevei:al Opi- 
nions concerning Antichrift, and the Decyphering of his 
"Name J offers at laft as the moft probable, that iuitichrift 
will be Lateinm , a Roman. And in purfuance to that Opini- 
on ^ or rather Certainty, the Prophetick Abbot 5^^iici6/«f«f of 
ihe 1 1 th Century, both in his Comment upon the Afocafypfe^ 
and in his Book of Prophefies of the Rimljh Popes, makes no 
Scruple to aver that Antichrift was long fince Born in Rmcy 
and iliall be ftill advanced higher in the Apoftolick or Papal 
See of Rome. And after him , the Ingenious Tetrarcb (one of 
the firft Reftorers of the folid Learning in tfiofe d^fJk Times 
of ignorance and Apoftacy) aifures us, that what was once 

Rome^ is now Babylon. 

But more exprefs than all thefe, \s the V2mo\xs Bernard i 
who [is worfliipp'd in the Romijh Church for a Holy Father} 
is fo far prevailed upon by the force of Truth, that be cannot 
forbear to take notice of the Corruptions oi the Popedon;i, 
which have been fince his time improv'd to a far greater heap 
of Abominations; and undauntedly afterts. That though tha 
Popes pretend to bexhe Minifters of Chrift, yet they ferve 
Antichrift, as he exprefles it in his Thirty third Sermon upon 
the Canticles. And much more home to the further explain- 
ing of the Antichriftian Corruptions and Superftitions crept 
into the Romijh Church, did he write Five Books of Confide- 
rations, concerning the Wickednels and Danger of the Pope- 
dom^ to his. Scholar Eugeniusy who had got to be Pope ^gainft 
Bernard's Will, who would not have had him by any means 
accept of that Seat of Popifh Abominations. In the Defcrip- 
tipn of which Corruptions, Bernard was fo honeft, that the 
Divine Calvin doubted not to do him that Juftice, as to de- 
clare. That Truth it felf could fcarce/peakmore plainly, than 

\ Bernard 



^"Bemard did, m expofing the Amichriftian J>r5<fticcs oT the ^ 
Popes in di^^le Hye Books of Goi^eraeion to Pope £«g^«rr 
But I cannot pais over one Paflage! more of teli-troth Bernard 
in» his -Twenty fourth Epiflle of his Firft Book ttf Epiitles, 
vsitem'^he further declares to. the whole World, ThaciAio 
Bead fpoken of in the RrotUthns^ xo which st. Mouth is given 
to fpeak Biafphemies, and to make War with the Saints of 
God, is now gotten intb Teters Chair, as a Lyon prepared to 
his Prey. I know , to this , ate Learnedeft ot the Popifli 
POiftors (as Maratm^ BiUarmine^ Natatis Alexander y Scbetjh^te, 
aind others) do objeft, Thsit Bernard fpeaks thefe words of 
one that came ^>to Ae Popedom cby Ititrufioh or -Ufiirp^ti- 
Qiij 'tis true, but wherefore was he an Uiiiroer? Herendbrs 
a Reafon^ thereof in the (ame place j becaule the Anti-p<^p^ 
Gflud Ifmacefnius^ was chofen by the Kings of Almaine or Ger-- 
nmny^ France, England, Seotlandy Sfain, ^nd Jemfalem , witii 
C^Qnfent q£ die whole Clergy and People in thefe Nations, 
and theo^er Anti-pope was not fo deded. And fo by this 
ri^n Bernard has given in his Verdi&, That not only this 
UiUrper, but all the Popes for thefe many Years are the Beaft 
ipokenof.in the Rivelatiens, becauie they are on}y ch<^en 
now-a-^ayiS by the« notorious Intrigues^of the College of Car-* 
ditials. . To this agceerthe Decree of Bope i^ehdaf 11^ iq the' 
Y«i8r:to5'9. th&t; tIie,Pope ihall hereaftdr: be dipfen by the 
Suffiages of the Cardinal Bifliops of Rome, with the Coiiiient: 
of the reft of Jthe Ci^gy and People, and Emperor himfelf^ 
9qd all the Popes are in that Decree excommunicated and 
afCQOutfed a$.Antidirift> th^t. eioiterothefwiie, as all the/Popeft: 
now do;; who -areib^ cQnfei^ence to be judg'd Amidnifts 
according to their oii^a ^h&lKble Decrees. And fo much for 
die firfl Propofition at preferit. 

Now, Seeondly., touching the Duty of Separation: I need 
not fpeak much at large, nor ftand to prove the necpffity of 
Departing from the Church, of Rome, becaufe it is evident by 
the Text it.ielf, whi<ch .blazes like a brandiih'd Weapon rea« 
diy to execute the Wrath of Heaven upon all thofe who dare 
imy any longer in the Romijh Babykn with thofe cautimated 
^uperftitions of Popiih Idolatries and Antichriflian Inventions 
of the Church of Rome: Or like the haftening Angels, who 
iai4to Let, Arife, take thy Wife, and thy iiiJO Daughters which are 
here^ kfi thou h ccnfimed in the Iniquity of the City, Gen« 19. if. 
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B«rw«i::aRrarts^ wbm Wetntke i^e of fitch Sdorbd TexM^ 
* our infallible Wanantt fiu^ Our Cofirerfion to dw Ptoie^r 
fiadc PrafeiEoii of the true G«fpel of Chrift:. We PfOtefttot 
Profelytqs^ I fay^ feemto the obftimte and barden*4 Papiis 
» 2,1^. d)4.t0 hii Sofis-in^lavr, finite he (kid naco tiicm upfm 
the like urgent Ocoafion^ of srOidsng DeAifiiftion hy ha« 
fienkig out of a Cicy. not worie than Rmns, and 6oni a S<^^ 
otety not more wicked thsin the ^iftis Ufyg^p om^ftki 
fhKi (ftys Lot, Gm. 19. i^^Xfir tii iMi tM d^fof tkifGH^^ 
hit hi {f»mJi at meHnn mocMd ufm bit Smi*ffhla9if. So 'tkk MC 

CO be wOAdeced at^ if cauteciaied FbpfiBs imteir their b^ 
nefitomotfk^ deride^ bely^ aadiiefiime.aUdioietfaat leafe^ 
their Idolatroas Religion , aad disiik dier^t to meik ilte«: 
T«a in Ihewiiig thwr blOody CAthoUcfc Zeal ^ by the talfiftg 
a6d fpreadlag UildOT-hand aU the feandakms Aiperfioos that . 
dtty thidkeaii any way< injoie cli»^ PiToebfitm Conrena^ who^- 
have tboiChrifiianCOintee to abandon die SwerftidotislK^oiu 
jQftp of the Rtn^ Sed. BM, I hope, PMteftaAis are becc«r . 
i^ruded and torewwn'd of the old Tnide of Papiftg, wlio- 
are taught and wcmt to carry on their crikl Caule , by caftliMr 
fipaiidalous Defamations upon thofe that cwpofe thdr im£ 
KiilngrRel^iikin afxd ]4otdna Intefeft^ aa well m by their hiy^ 
tslwftba. fhtantioof^ of ^rg'd Mtradeft.and iJxpttS&tk^- 
WoodeM. 

. I ttug^t here catiy^on ci jvft Parallel between AmII^ and 
ie#ar, aaaHb betwixt.the Sodifmim and die Ts^fisj^ but I wiH 
UlBen fchafc for another oi^pnmnaityj thougli^ bd^nehandi' & 
otilntt c^fe but relate one Pawge thkt happeifd whcin I 
wak ttPopift MlOioner in WltreipitfMfei There came dK»i^« 
ifie to Confeffion^ a certain Papift Gentleman of a confldetw 
able Eftate in another County^^ who aniongft the reft of his ^ 
Fopiflf Moralities and CadiolickPradices^ confefled he ha<r 
c^en committed iBcaftialities with his own SpanieUBiti^; at^\. 
which I Was very much concem'd^ and did put Mm4n mind 
^tfae EncMfioiiiheis of the Crime^ which was as dang^ous 
» his Body from the Laws of the Land^ as 'twas to his Soul r 
ftom the laws of God and J^ixoxt : Thereupon t ordet^d^ 
Itinn not to fait to have that SpanleMUt^ hsiitglSd as (boo as 
poffiMe^ or at leaR to fend her immediately away^ from him^ 
wlueb Jbe after i<itat Rekdhmcy pfomis'd ne would do; but 
teforo giving hiih Absolutions I injoyn'd him for his Pe** 
nRUce io. giye zos. to the. poox neighbouring Catholicks 

(who. 



(^HhalaA^^ ctlief Notion of Religion^ but £zpisAadoh of 

^fome fuch like little Incereft) and with all^ to fay^ever « 

Peir of Beads every Day till he came to Confeffion nett j 

tad CO encourage him to go through with his Candhic^l Pe- 

race^ I told htm^ I would bear a part with him in his Bead$^ 
he would call upoh me at ahy time of the Day he pleas*d^ 
We being bot^ then in the lame Houfe : I did alfo let him uh- 

* dorftand^chat the Penance I iii|6yn'd him was fo little^ thi^I 

' hflqpi'd he wodd add fomethihg both to his Alms and Pl^ayef f 
<iut of tA^ own pehtleAtial Supereh>gation ; for accdrdiiig io 
die Rigour of the Afteient Cafioiis^ he was to have dcMie Pe- 

:^Aaiice all his llfe^Hme ^f luch abominable Brutalities;: :F6ir 
all chac I oould (ky ^ hiV Penitent did not feem very well fa- 
tiafiediit4dl mv proceedings^ ho more ^ indeed, than I W^ 
wMi his Conra&Mk or Repentance ; yet diflembli^g Hypo- 
orify was tiO&lXBiitf on both iides, according to the general!^ 

^ Pof&fti Cbtifmotii; fot Self-iiitereft did not allow me^ 
4eily him Abfoludoii, nor die Wafer-Sacrdment, Which la 
XMHty wnf^ too good for a Brute of his fize, had it been worfe 
Am a Wafer, if jpofSble: However tny holy Penitent kne# 

' better Miip , it ieems, diM to ^rform any ptt't ^f the Be- 
Mnee 1 iiqoy tiTd hitfi ji^ I know tmsfot U^k Sp^ei was Co far 

Jmi ioimg Oietini or Favour vfi0 her CathoUck Gall^t^ 
dmlie chMft radrtr to turn dWay hisConfelfory than to part 
Willi ib ^MA a 8pamel«Bitch^ likci t aped Rman Catholic 

rQeoAMmRy and a Holy Son of the CWtih of Rofue} whoL 
Siim^uk Zeal was 4b ht Mndled, that he perfwaded the 
odMp Ca^olick Patrons to fetid t Complaint to Bilhop G/^ 
fttd (who iii^d theft ifl StaffotJ-i^€ behind St. Jdh^ifs PWkJ 

' tkat I feemU^ fert Of^ a jF^/nr^^Heretick^^nce i endeavour's 

I'to introduce the antiquated Severity of old Penitential Ca- 
tions 5 by injoyning long Penances from one Confeffion td 
afx>dier3^and Money for the Poor, With fuch like Hardfliips^ 
'as well as Novelties, if not Herefies, which they had never 
ffaeard of before; wh^enpon Bifliop GifforJ ordered an Inlpe- 
6Eion kito the matter, but finding I had the Canons of my 

tilde, he t^Bghc it a good. piece of Catholick PoHcy not 10 
blame my ConduA^ and yet to temporise fo with his S^dfimi- 

'tick Ca&olick^^s to grant tiiem a new GonfeiTor^ (whereby 
Alittighty God gajve me a better Opportumty to confider fur- 
ther of tiie Ba^Unick and Sodmiticl Abominations of the 
Gktfcfe ci Remr) as well as tfieif Kew iTraditiofi of Auricu- 
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Uir .Confeffion with the Hy pQcritical- Delufictos of Mt>6k^Ite-^ 
nances, which feldom or never exceed the J^epetition of .Five 
Tater-Nofiers and Five^i/^-ifcCanVsy Or the RecitaL of ^fbme 
Ihort Prayers or Efalms, or the» hearir^of one or twoiAafEat 
at moil, and fuch like Superftitipus Follies,^ .which^sM chiefly 
upheld by the Jefdits, who by fuch eafy fweet Pet^nces dmvr 
alrnqft all the Papifts, as well in other Countries as in Englandy 
to themfelyesj for if any other fort of-Priefts or Father-Gon- 
feffors, offers but to propofe any thing that feems to have ever 
fO little Proportion widi, their Sins, the Penitent immediately 
(generally fpeakirig) goes away as» foon as. he can to fome 
Jefuit; to Gonfefs over a^ain^ and tq have his Penance ^ter'd 
into one of the Jefuitical Sweetnefe, wherewith fuch a^^eni- 
tent (whether Rich or Poor,. Young or Old, Man or Wo* 
man 3 *tis all one, for 'tis all Fiih that comes to Jefuit$ Nets> 
is alfo gi vj^n to underftand , that tbpie great Pensnces £ivoac 
itery much of an heretical Intent, itince th^y are good for no- 
dii/ig but to frighten poor GathoUcfcs, from coming to Confer 
fiQti^ and that the little Penance <)£ the Holy Society ofthdr 
j^therrj^fiiiti partakes much more of the^ApbftoUeal Swee&- 
nefs, with a great jnany more.of fuch Prefumptuous Bla^ho* 
mies and Politick l4^>crifie%.^wheoeof the Bapifts make b 
much Vaunting and Br^g^ii^, as if Auricular Gpnfdffien 
was the true Mother of their Devotion^ and (he only Hopes 
of their Salvation, and the moft ready and aeceflary Means 
CO. preferve them from Sin,, and to turn them to Godlinels; 
whereas 'tis evident to all unbiafs'd Perfons, that know any 
tbinjg; of Jt by, experimental Refle&ion , that Popifii Coi^U£^ 
ilon is one ot the greateft Superftidons and Mockrpteces of 
Worfhip that ever can be invented, and indodes inoiie Adt. 
all forts of Blafphemies, (foe a Sinner to prefume to forgive ^ 
Sins, Exalt himfelf in the Tluone.of God , to give Abfomti-t 
on with Divine Authority arrogated to himfelf, judgeth btA . 
atfteth a« .God , &c.) and all forts of Sacril<^s^ (for I darCrs 
fty, 'tis.fc^ce ever done without wilful JLyipg and 'Brand- 
ing their Gonfcienges with a ^purpos'd Intent to 4)erformjno«. 
thing of the matter, but take occagon tOtderide all the Wor* : 
ffilp of God in general^- c^c.) and all fort;s of - Hy pocrifies, a$ 
iny foremention d Penitent , with all the reit of them , may \ 
be to others, as well as my felf, a convincing Jnftanosf or, 
fai^fides all the Obfervarions and Experiences I have ever had--; 
asiong the.Papifts^^ both before and , after, my .Prieft-hpod^ 
*' -. » Whereia.. 
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wherem I"^'c6tiljd never difcem any thing about Au/icu^r 
Gonfcffion/ but *vhat tended to convince any one that it was 
aU vkiWe-Hypocrify -, tending difeftly to enfnare and intan- 
g^e^ Peoples Souls and Confciences, and to harden Sinners in 
their Wickednefs; for I never could fee that any one was 
ev(5r the better after Pc^ifh Confeffiony but always the worfe 
after a little time*^ if hot immediately. The Inference that 
every good Chriftian may draw from this Digreffion ^ is the 
great Obligation Proteftants have to offer to God a continual 
Sacrifice of Thanklgiving for their DcHvcry from t\xt.§odom 
and i3/rA^/(?» of tke\R(9mr//k Communion. ; 

I will only add one more Ihort Obfervation of thiskiiid in 



c>ciorc^ wmcn is^ xnni: x Ycruy oeueve m my ivonlcience, 
•that it may be tcuXy&iA.oi EngUfi^ Roman Catholicks in gene- 
ral, what the Ingenious Author of » i^Vtr^^* Book 3 calVd, La 
fi>lMjm du CUfg4 dt U Frances : Or, The-FoJicj! of. tH^ Fj^nch > 
f^i^&i^ &<^- applied to thfe generality of the Papills in Francey , 
that is, that three Parts at leaft of thofe that profefs the Ro^ 
nrifl} ReligioA^ arc fo fer from beKeving thofe Popifh Tenets » 
in reaJity , that ^ey believe fcarce any thing at all of the 
Ghriftialrt Relijgkm in genfiraL , Howevery this I am (hri^of ^' 
that mpft of the Pftpifts 1 ever converse withy e^eciilly bf 
d»6 R^mijh Gentry in England ever feeni'd te me Perfbrfs ttick- 
ihg to mt Catholick Confederacy of thtRtmiJh Religion 

for no other reafon, but for fome PundillioV of Honour or 
Shamefacednefsy Or Intereft, o^Fami^r>fake, and;iw>t for Wy; 
certain Knowledgerpr Uijdorftanaiflg icrf their own Profeffibn 
which indeed is not fo* nmth tp':be ajitnired at, finctc tH^ 
Learnedeft Priefts that ever yet appeared,, could never agree: . 
in the clear Underftanding of their Catholick Confiifion ; as* . 
even A^uinas^ BeUarmimy and de Meauxy make bufa very Vad. ^ 
poor Wooing-light upon their iChaosJ of CtttholicR Romanifni \ 
and oftea puff one ahothers Candled out-,-^ for they differ in' 
more things^^than ev^ they agree! in, unlefi^it \s in their 
Comipon Intereft of their Catholick PoKticks^- tho* without 
the leaft Comroyerfy, thofe Three are tJre^ greatcft Divines . 
that the Oxwch oi Rmrn cart or wili^retend to, in all proba- 
bility; befides, .whe|l.eve^r.thofa'JS»^/l/fc^ Catholick-Papift^^^ 
come to propofe. their Scruples inConfeffidn, or otherwife *^ - 
'tis; generally^ wheiher* there 'fc.a;God-or-rto,- and whether 
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X^4^ 
tliere 1^ any Tuch tMng in Fcalicy > » a tfoi^ Rd^oa ^ lilrfi 
fuch like edifying Catholick R^nories of CotifcienQes , aal 
my felf liave been often cncert^in'd with by many of the moft 
confiderable, of the ^nglijh Ps^ifts ^ which- was c^npugh to 
inake one enquire ^ whether t^er thefe Gci^emeh had been 
Baptiz d , as well as whech« they had been erer Gatechte'd. 
H^ce we may well conclude and in&ir with the forementi- 
on d French Plain-dealing Author^ That the Popilh Principles 
of their CachoUck Religion^ by their chymerical Impeffibili^ 
ties and fuperdicious Folties^ do dire^y and naturatly lead 
to Atheifm^ Socinianifm^ and all (pits of licentionmcis of 
Opinions^ AcSdoos and Tneafons. 

Thus then we fee that the Sacred Wctfds of my Text cer- 
tain a ftrift Commandmwt from Qod^ Injoyrdng his Chur<^ 
and People to make a Separation from itieBaiylm of die Churdi 
of Rmci Whence we moft oUove that a|l thofe who win bt^ 
Jkv*d^ muft depart and fi^pai^ate tlMffifid?es froin the Fakh and 
Religion of this pcefent Cfaurch of Mamt, And whervas they 
ore charg'd widh Apofiai^ and ScMfm that feparate on dns 
manner; tiie Tmcfa aeteitfadbfi is^ ehat diey are not Apo^ 
ftates nor Sdiifinaticfcs Aat do fo, becaofe tlMy have IJM 
Commandmeot of <MioK dvir nsiqaefttonable Wammt for 
(b doings and 4iat Par^b th» Andfta^e m4 Sditfmafidr^ 
in Whom due Cia^ df tins ^epaiadda fiesj and that is fiflUy 
in the Church of JUmt beyond aU dilute, namely ^ the Ox0 
.of Abomination in the WhaDefs Hand^ which is^ die Here»* 
Cal Apofiaiy, Schifmaikai SoptrftidoM^ and the Mdlatroi^ 
Keli^ton m the Church of Rjme, Which has been alrea^ 
.iufficietitly4finK>0ftmtedsiiidiefia^ batihaH 

be iUli more at largp prov'd^ wliea i come to the Reaibn of 
(this Commandment^ which muft ben newr Si^ft^ for anodfier 
dtftinA Di£:oar£e, 

IHow^ 1 intend to. proceed^ and eo toocfa bfiefly other Points 
.of Podrine jcontain'd in this Portion of Scripture , which I 
have now in hand^ andib cmne to my Third and Laft Point. 
In the TUrd place ^ Thece&re^ .by .this Command (G& ^ come 
out efhirmj Feaplt)wc aoe tang^t wh^ Opinion to carry of the 
preient Chucdi of R^me. It is often ^le'fllon'd «nd demanded 
whether it be a CiMiirch or no : And ^it Anfwer may hence 
be fram'd oa this onannen If by the Chureft of R&me be under- 
, 'ftood a State or Government of Ptc^le, where<rf the Pope is 
Head^ andthelitoiitec&iuft^a^^^^ him 
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tp f)e ih«ir He»d^ aii4 4o believe the Do^frkie eftabtifh'd m 
the ComKiI of Trc nir ^ we mult take it to be no Church. 
firfiy Becmifi^ 9^fyh9i^ which is already prov'd to be the 
Church: of Rof9Hs \i here direftly oppos'd to the Church of 
God;^ iSmufs^y B9:aui^jtiW^ are eimuBanded to come out 
of it J whereas we may nor wholly foriake any Pe^e tilt 
they forfake Chrift and hk written Word with his GofpeW 
Power. Some will perchance fay^ The Church of Rome has 
the Scriptures and Sacrament of Baptifm : I Anfwer^ Firjt of 
a^ they have indeed th<» jSooks of the Holy Scripture among^ 
them^ but by the reft, of their Doartne they oveithrow tho^ 
tttie Senfe and Power thereof in the very Foundation , as I 
fhall more folly prove ( God wiUiiajg ) hereafter ofa anoth^^ 
QccaTion : And tho' they have the outward Form of Baptifin^ 
yet tl»B^ overturn the. inward Baptifinb whidi is the Subftanoe 
of all 5 Goafifting iti thp Ji^Uficatiofli and SamSkilicatian of ^ 
Snner. Againu f jMwpr^ T^ tbcy? Imfi J^ Word, and- 
$aptt6iw xy^f^a tihim&liw^ hu| % %lgfim^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
dbofen trom^ amoqg thera^ like v ih^ I^jmthoraholdetktho 
Candle not forit k% Im for otfaors fi^ding^ by« S^tm^ fe 
may b^ zffA is^ledged by foQie of (be leara'd Papift% Thac< 
ff thf Pope b« Andi^arift, bft thwfiteM J^P^e^ple^ \*?^ 1% 
the Cuur^Jif^ God> 9;fi^' X;^ tili^^^ Cuhwcb 

may^be t^ken for tl^e true <%i|rcbl : I Ac^WeCiii lip Tfit^ il^ thflk 
Temple; of Godj^ but mark further-^ How i M God^ that is,, 
not as a Member^ but as a n^mif^ft Ufurper^ likeasrthe Theii 
iks in the true Owne^fs Houfe : for the Romam Chucch and^ 
God'4 Church are often* mil^led like Chsfff ws4 Cprq iHiontt^ 
heap: A^d the Chwrchrof JK^Mtf may be fom^^infie^ ^ tabdi 
in tne Church of God^ as the Qong^egatittn <>f the Wicked: 
ibmedmes among the Juft : Asalib the Church may be peiM- 
diance faid to be in the Church olRome^ as the Auemblyi>f 
thejuft amon^the Wk^ed; andas is commonly^ faid^ thtt^ 
the Wheat is^:among the Qhaff^ and the Chaff in ^e Wheat; 
Again, the^Pope or Antichrift is faid to fit in thc^TtmpHt^f: 
God^ becaufe the R^gn Church , tho' fallly/ arrogftesito it 
felf> the^Title of the true Catholick Church. 

Some go about ta allay and qualify the matter^ by comps^ 
riri^ the il4?»ftf» Church to a Perfon lying Sick full of Sores^ 
having alio his Throat* ciit^ yet fo as his Body and Soulvare 
joyn'4 together, ^d a fort of Life feeining to remain ftiU. . 
But- all things well confiderd^. it is rather Kke a dead Carcafs, . 

and^i 
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and.is void of all Spiritual Life and Power, as^ the Pppifli JpF-^ 
rors and Pracaiites in the Foundatidh do manifeft. ^ Indeed i' 
known^ Harlot may afterwards rchialift i Wife^nd be fa term- 
ed ; yet after (he has turned her Husband out of Doors, arid, 
the Bill oF Divorcement is given by a Sfeparation bcgtln of jiftr 
fide, ftd'deifeth to be a Wife, tho' flie can fliew her Wedding-* 
Ring^nd Marriage Certificate r Now the Church of RoniehHs] 
turn'd thrift out of Dobfs as a Stranger, Thief,- or an uri-* 
known Begger, and fiie hath recciv'd by herxiwn fault for 
^ beginning the Separation, the Bill of Divorcement, in the inr 
ward Teftimony of her own CofrfcS^noe, - and in- the written ' 
Word ,: namely , 2 TbeffdI.z. farfd^Aew/. i^; it, vi. ^nd elfc-^ 
Where. .\ ' ' * ^. ' • -'^ 

•* Hence therefore we may well gather, that the true Church 
©f God is, and hath been no otherwife in the RmMnQhivcli 
of Catholick Papifls^ thin as Cpra in the heap of Chaff, or 
as the Juft amongft the Ret^robate. I Though Popery^ lelgh'd 
aid' dver-fpreaa ^lib^ Fice- of the Earth ' ^ aJ the Locufts iid ' 
Egjft) for itiai^ hundred ¥eafrs,' yet in t*te ihJdft there6f,God 
always referv'd t Peo|>le nnto himfelf , ttetr truly worihipp'd 
him,tho' in Secret and to tMs ofeft the Holy Ghpft faith,Tnat 
Ae Dragon, whkhis the Devil, * caus'cl- the Wotaani A^t is, 
lihe<5hureht<o>^4i^a^tbft ASRlditeefs^, f^^ the vuljgat firfic^ 
of the World, wfere^he fought to'dcfttoy \ittl wt^dotrM W;^^ 
stod ttvere iliil remains a Reteriiaht <)f her ^idi\ wf)Sch;^e£{>' 
liie CoHUhaiidments of God^ and have dii^ TeSftU^ 
1 Chtifi, as 'tis exprefiU in the Revelatimi iz.'iy. No^Sir, (his* 

I which I (peak of the Church of Rome carincH be iaid in\fike 

I manner^ nor altogether fo properly of the Congregations df 

Tmrks^ iusiA other downright Infidels^ that the hidden Church 

of God is pr<depv*d among them , becaufe there feems to be' 

I no aprarent means of Salvation at all amongft them j whereas 

the Cnurch of Rome has the Scriptures, thd' in a ftrange Lan- 
j g^^R^y ^d Bapdfm^rthe outward Form, which Helps God 

j prelerv'd in all Ages, that his Eleft might ^be gather^ out of 

f This ferves to flop the Mouths of Papifts,Who dare demand 

! of Proteftants, where the Reformed Church was before the 

' , Days ,of Lmber j wherebjr they would infinuate to the World^ 

that the Proteftant Religion is g^eeii and- new ,* but they are 

anfwer'd outof this very Tex/, that our Church >^ath ever 

- ; been (fmce the Days ot the Apaftles^ and that in the very 

midft 
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midftbf^the Papacy and Idolatry. The 5>f6teftaiTt ffeligibn~^ 
hatfi been always the true Church of Chrift, and did ijot firft 
begin in Ltuhers time, but only then began to Ihew it felf, as 
having been hid by an univerfal Apoftafy for many hundred 
Years together. 

We have here a proper Qccafion to confider the merciful 
Dealing of God with his own Church and People : He will 
have them for External Society to be often mix'd with theic 
Enemies, and that f6r feveral Reafons , namely, to exercife' 
the Humility and Patience of his few Servants: When Ellas 
faw Idolatry fpread over all ^raely he went apart into the 
Wildernefs, and in Grief defir'd to 4ye j and DB'vid erf d out,.. 

W^eis fHe ^ that I am cot^raind H JweU in Meficb^ ^nd to have 
my habitation in the Tints ofKedar^ Pfalm X20. f • And Jufi Ijft 

was Ibrc'd to have his righteous Soul v^jc'd with feeing and 
bearing the Abominations of Sodom. Whence *tis plain, That ': 
this Commandment of de^partinjg from t^OpitK Babylon , maft 
act &y much bo underftood of a podity departure in reCpei% of 
Cohabitation and Prefcncq, .(though thkt alfo tbo&ld be^done 
us much as ipoffible) ^ of a Spiritual Separation in relbe^ of' 
iFaith md HeHgious Worfliip: So thait the mea;iuiig df ^e Ho- 
.'ly Qboft 'iftr^kU Text, is, that Men muft depart ffofft thejfen - 
miffj Church, in regard of Judgment and Doa^rine, ^d iiljre*- 
jgard €>f their Faitli, and the worfllCp of (jotl, w^eft^ CpipO- 
. ^jid S€$>aration alio cannot be compaTs'd. 

Again 3 in this<jomttiandment, we nav Tee -a liirdy Ae^ 
preifentation of the State of all Mankind: Here we M^v •dif- 
cern two forts of Men; fome are perta'ining to Bhhykn^^ vl-\ 
Pseo^ running, head-long to -their own Deftrudldh : fotttfc^ 
Jjr^^., arc a People fever'd from Babylon ^ ^nd idfe^y''^ to 
JLife ^veriafting. If any ask the CauJe ^f tHs piftinafonf I 
aflfvve^s. It isi:he very l?rovidence of God, Vduchlkfing Me'rcy 
to fome, and forfaking othersy by withdrawing his Mercy 
from them ^ Jbecaufe bf their own .'finfulnefs , and for the uni- 
verfal Declaration of his Juftice and Mercy , whicl\ Sinners 
mlfiiUy refufe;: Thus- faith the Lord> Rom; ii, 4. Ibavo^refir^ 

z\^J fe<vm tboufand that Tim/tr boii/d their knee to Baal. And the 
Prqphet^//i/«ji6 fakJi,^ XJnhfsthe Lcrd had refepud aRemnant^ vt 
Lid been as Sedom and Gcmorrha. By -this TDiffiriSrion , *we are 
taught above all things to feek to be of the number of God's 
People and Churchy, and to labour^ for affiirance of this in our 
own Confciencesj. for tf all'feould bcHav'd', left care might 

l>w faffice^ : 
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fufficej but -this^ Mercy is not common to all^ and therefore 
the more to be thought on. 

Lafil^y Here we may remark the fpecial Care that God has 
over his Children : He firft gives them warning to depart be- 
fore he begins to execute his Judgment upon his -Enemies, 
among whom they live , that they may not bo Partakers of 
their Sins and Punilhments. Thus from God, before he would 
punifli yerufalewj an Angel is fent to mark them in the Fore- 
head, that mourn'd for the Abominations of the People : And 
in the Deftru<5Hon of ttie Firft Bom of Egnt^ -the Angel pafs'd 
t)ver"the Houfes of the jF^o*;/, that had their Pdfts ^rinkled 
with Blood of the'Pafchal Lamb; arid this pafiing over be- 

' tokeneth Safety and -Prefervation in the Common Deftru Ai- 
oncto.thofethat have their Hearts fprinkled with the Blood 
of ChritL This Bleffing of God's ProteAion (hould move us 
all to become true and hearty Servants of his Almighty Power 
and Ali-fufficiency in his true Reformed Reli^on. Men ufu- 
ally lirive to become Members of thofe Societies and Cor- 
porations, where th^y may ei^joy the moft ^cure Freedoms 
and beft Privileges. ^ Now , in the Society of the Saints of 
God in-«the true Reformed Church, there is the beft Security 
from Sp&itfial Dangers in all Common Deftru<aibns of Divine 
Wrathj and from Eternal Vengeance at die laft Day. Whe»i 
Hejttr had procured Safety for ^tjek/s, and Liberty to re- 

" vcncc diemlelves upon their Enemies; it is faid. That' many 
of die People of the Land became 7e)i;/; even lb, confider^ 
Ing Chrift has procured freedom from Hell, Death and Dam* 
nadon, for all that believe in htm, we fliould labour above 
all things to become iiew Creatures in his own Floek, joyn- 

1m onrielves always to the true Gofpel-Power, and Worihip 
of God in the true Reformed Dodrine of Chrift j which I 
heartily wifh that all Jews^ Turks y Infidels y2n^ Vafifis may do, 
that we mav become in this World one Sheejpfold, under the 
-only true Snepherd of our Souls, Jefus Chrin, asd enjoy }As 
everlailing Kiogdom.in the World to come. 

Nim fit ijracej^ ottr lard Jefus Cbrifiy and the 7 tact tf God, 
whicb finfdfts aU Uriderpandingy mitt att oar Hearts in tie 
.trueBmdcf.CbtifiianB^pty Faith and Charity. Amen. 
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